BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS
(BESS)

Community Meeting
October 22, 2025
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» Infroductions

= Purpose of Community Meeting

= Background

» Existing Regulatory Framework

» Ordinance Framework/Considerations

= Next Steps/Milestones

» Questions or Comments




Infroductions — City of Vacaville

« Savita Chaudhary  Kris Concepcion
City Manager Fire Chief
 Erin Morris o Jill Childers
Director of Community Development Fire Marshal
« Peyman Behvand « Anne Branham
Planning Manager Assistant City Aftorney
« Albert Enault « Joanna Ledl
Senior Planner Public Relations Manager
City Councll
Councilmember Mayor Councilmember
Michael Silva John Carli Sarah Chapman
District 3 At-Large District 4
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= Purpose of Community Meeting

= Update the community about recent BESS-related actions

= Explain the BESS ordinance process and purpose for
regulations

= Seek feedback from the community

= Announce next steps and upcoming public meetings




Definitions and Terminology

» Back of Meter: Refers to energy systems or resources that are located
on the customer’s side of the electricity meter. Such as those for @
home, business, or other facility.

* Front of Meter: Energy systems or resources that are connected
directly to the ufility grid, before the electricity meter that measures a
customer’s consumption. Such as a utility company, independent
power producers, or grid operators.

 Thermal Runaway: A self-reinforcing, uncontrolled increase in
temperature within a system, often leading to damage, fire, or
explosion.
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Background

Sept. 10, 2018 - SB100 adopted and signed by the Governor

 All retail electricity sold in California must be renewable by 2045.

« Update Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 1o ensure 60 percent of
California’s electricity is renewable by 2030.

 Joint Policy Report on SB100 by 2021, and every four years after.

Mar. 15, 2021 - Joint Agency (Policy) Report Published

« California Energy Commission (CEC), California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB).

« Core scenario shows CA must add 145 GW of utility-scale capacity by
2045, including 49 GW of battery storage.
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Background

Jun. 30, 2022 - AB205 adopted and signed by the Governor
« Offers Opft-In Certification with CEC

» Streamlined 270-day review process upon determination of a
complete project

* Does not require compliance with local regulations
* Must have a Community Benefit Plan with local organizations
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Battery Energy Storage Systems

« State clean energy goals driving
demand for energy storage.

* Front-of-the-Meter BESS facilities
store grid energy and discharge
during peak demand.

« Improves grid reliability/efficiency.

« Concerns about fires, thermal run-
away, shelter-in-place orders,
contamination.

Background




Background

Aug. 16, 2023 - CEC receives Opt-In Certification request for new
Vaca Dixon 100 MW BESS Project in County

Nov. 13, 2024 - CEC receives Opt-In Application request for new
Corby Battery Energy Storage Project in County

Sept. 19, 2025 - CEC receives Opt-In Certification request for new
Middle River Power BESS Project in City limits

Sept. 19, 2025 - SB254 adopted and signed by the Governor
* Bypasses local review and community input
* More projects are eligible for the CEC Opt-In Process
« Assumes projects provide net positive economic benefit
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CEC Preliminary Applications

 Middle River Power
* Vacaville City Limits
 Kilkenny Road

« Corby Battery Storage
« Unincorporated County
 Kilkenny Road

« CEC Public Notice for
Community Meeting
(November)

LT

I



Current Regulatory Framework

« BESS currently not allowed anywhere within Vacaville city limits.
* No BESS-specific developments exist.

« Growing concerns about potenfial impacts to sensitive receptors
wfrﬂou’r development standards to safeguard public health, safety,
welfare.

* May 14, 2024 - Vacaville adopts urgency ordinance to prohibit
new BESS Projects within city limits.

« Jun 25, 2024 - Urgency ordinance extended until May 14, 2026.

* Mar 24-Jun 25 - City/County coordinate and participate in
Technical Working Groups with information gathering.

October 22, 2025 BESS Ordinance Community Meeting - Slide 11 of 24



City of Vacaville Ordinance Framework

» Definitions and Applicability

* Land Use & Siting Standards

* Development Standards

* Permitting Process

» Public Benefit Agreement Ciriteria
« Commissioning/Decommissioning

Generally modeled after Solano County Ordinance




Ordinance Considerations

» Definitions and Applicabillity
« Explain purpose
« Applicable to facilities with a capacity greater than 40 kWh
» Defines Battery Energy Storage Systems

* Land Use & Siting Standards

« Conditionally Permitted in PF, IP, and BP zoning districts
Not allowed in high or very high fire severity zones
Not allowed in Nut Tree Airport Compatibility zones
Not allowed in Northeast Growth Area until Specific Plan
Large buffers from sensitive uses (e.g., residential)
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= Ordinance Considerations

« Development Standards
* Lighting and Noise
« Security and Screening
* Landscaping

* Permitting Process
* Preliminary Application Process
 Formal Application Process
« Hazard Mitigation Analysis
 Environmental Review and Technical Analysis




Ordinance Considerations

« Public Benetfit Criteria
« Applicable to Tier 2 and Tier 3 (NFPA)

« Examples could include training and equipment for emergency
personnel, investments in local organizations or community
projects, conftributions to City initiatives or projects that benefit
the community.

« Commissioning Plan
 Emergency Response Plan

« Outlines Safety Requirements
« Weed Abatement

« Decommissioning Plan
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= Suitability Analysis

« Sensitive Uses
« 300-foot buffer
« Residential, Hospitals, Nursing Homes

» Developed or Unsuitable Land
* Hillside Areas
 Existing Commercial/Industrial

* Northeast Growth Area
« Not eligible until Specific Plan is created

* Future Known Development
« East of Leisure Town Growth Area
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BESS Ordinance Milestones

o November 2025 Q December 9, 2025 o January 20, 2026 o April 14, 2026

Publish Draft Ordinance . City Council Planning Commission City Council

i . Study Session . Public Hearing ' 2nd Reading
—; o o ® Ic ® Ic ® >
i ' Airport Land Use E E
' Planning Commission + Commission + City Council !
' Study Session ' Public Hearing ' Public Hearing ' Ordinance Effective
November 18, December 12, O O
2025 2025 March 10, 2026 May 14, 2026
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Public Comment and Feedback

 How to Participate

 Sign-in and share your contact information

* |f you wish fo comment, please take a number, one number per person.
5 10 10 numbers will be called at a time

When your number is called, please line-up

« |If accommodations are needed, please tell City staff your number upon receipt
and raise your hand when it is called.

Time limitations may be imposed
Members of the public cannot cede or give their fime to another speaker

And remember, collect your thoughts before approaching the
microphone
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Questions or Comments

Project Planner

Albert Enault
albert.enault@cityofvacaville.gov
Phone: (707) 449-5364

Project Information
www . cityofvacaville.gov/BESS



mailto:albert.enault@cityofvacaville.gov
https://www.cityofvacaville.gov/BESS
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