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Intent:

Background.

Policy:

CITY OF VACAVILLE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Policy M-2016-002
Roadside Memorial Standards

Adopted: 10/11/2016

To establish uniform Roadside Memorial use, installation and mamtenance standards within
the City’s right-of-way. ’

The purpose of this Policy is to provide an acceptable, uniform means for those grieving the
loss of someone who was fatally injured in a traffic accident on a City street the opportunity
to memorialize them. Roadside memorials are intended to help with the grieving process,
provide comfort and healing to those touched by the tragedy, and highlight to the community
the very real and serious consequences of unsafe or impaired driving.

Historically in Vacaville, as in other jurisdictions, these memorials have been erected by
family or friends within the City’s right of way, adjacent to the side of the road or in the
center median island. The memorials have taken many forms and vary in size from a small
cross to a more than 100 square foot display. While the City of Vacaville respects the value
of these memorials, there must be consideration given to the safety hazards these homemade -
memorials can pose to the public, such as citizens visiting and maintaining the memorials
within or adjacent to the roadway and live traffic; visual distractions to motorists, and the
location of non-standard physical objects making up the memorial placed in the rlght of way
with potential to harm road users.

The City’s Policy for the consideration of Roadside Memorial Signs shall be as follows:

1. Memorial Signs shall be considered only for fatal, traffic related accidents, which have
occurred on or immediately adjacent to a roadway within the City Limits;

2. Memorial Signs shall be requested only by the immediate family of the deceased, or by
 extended family and/or friends with written consent from the immediate family.

3. The location of the Memorial Signs shall be at the sole discretion of the City, and shall be
installed in the general proximity, and as close as practicable to the location of the
accident. Signs will not be installed in roadway medians, on bridge structures or other
location deemed inappropriate or unsafe by the City.

4, Memortial Signs shall not be considered for victims who were directly involved in a
criminal activity that led to their deaths, such as driving under the influence (DU,
reckless driving, fleeing law enforcement officers, etc.

5. Only one Memorial Sign shall be permitted per incident.

6. Memorial Signs, where approved, shall be installed and maintained by the City for a

period of 12 months and will then be removed by the City.
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A. Requesting a Memorial Sign Installation

An immediate family member may request to place a Memorial Sign by completing a
“Roadside Memorial Sign Permit Application” from the City’s Public Works Traffic
Engineering Division. Requests by non-immediate family members must be submitted
with written consent from an immediate family member of the deceased. In the event that
the deceased was a minor, only a parent or other legal guardian may apply or provide
written consent. An immediate family member is a parent, child, spouse, siblings,
stepchild, stepbrother, stepsister, stepmother, stepfather, grandparents or grandchildren.

Application must be accompanied by a copy of the accident report issued by the
appropriate law enforcement agency.

. A non-refundable application Fee of $100 is due at the time of application to cover the

City’s direct and indirect expenses for administration, procuring, erecting, maintaining,
and removing the roadside memorial sign.

Applications for Memorial Signs shall only be considered for a period of two years from
the date of the accident.

The applicant will be notified once an application is approved; and the City will then
procure and install a Memorial Sign in accordance with applicable City policies and
standards for signs.

In the event the City receives written objection from any immediate family member prior
to installation, no sign will be erected. Once installed without objection, the sign will
remain in place for a period of 12 months.

- B. Physical Requirements

L

Temporary roadside memorial sign shall consist of an 18”x18” and a 6”x18” aluminum
sign panel with pantone background of engineering grade sign sheeting, and black letters
as detailed in Attachment A, “Memorial Sign Detail”. The top sign will read “DRIVE
SAFELY IN MEMORY OF”. Immediately below that sign, a separate name plaque will
be added that reads ‘“Name in Memoriam”. In the case that multiple victims were
involved, additional plaques or a larger plaque shall be used to display the names. No
variations to the signage will be permitted.

Except as part of a temporary memorial, roadside memorials should be kept free of all
adornments, including but not limited to decorations and flowers. No roadside memorial
may contain candles, flashing lights, glass, moving or spinning parts, music or amplified
sound, sharp objects or any other features determined by the City to be potential threat to
the public safety. Features in violation of this requirement are subject to immediate
removal.

C. Placement of Roadside Memorials

1.

The City reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to determine appropriate locations for
roadside memorial signs. Roadside memorials will be installed to the right of traffic,
behind the curb or sidewalk, and will be as close as practicable to the location of the
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accident site. Signs will not be placed in front of a residence or a business; will not be
placed where it creates a distraction from existing traffic control devices; and will not be
placed such that it results in a potential safety hazard and/or maintenance impediment.
Sign location shall also consider the bereaved parties safe access to the memorial.

The Memorial Signs will not be installed in a construction or maintenance work zone until
such work is completed. Requests for placement within an active maintenance or
construction zone will be either be delayed until work is completed, or placed in a new
location agreed upon between the City and the applicant.

Placement of Memorial Signs within any center median, channelization island, etc. is
prohibited.

D. Maintenance

1.

E. Removal

The City shall maintain the Memorial Signs for a duration 12 months from the date of
placement,

In the case that the Memorial Sign is vandalized, stolen or knocked down, the City will
replace the sign one time at no additional charge to the applicant.

The City may relocate or temporarily remove a roadside memorial at any time to
accommodate construction or maintenance operations. The memorial shall be reinstalled
as close as practicable to the original location at the conclusion of work. The original 12
month timeframe will not be adjusted under this circumstance unless specifically modified
by the City on a case by case basis.

At the conclusion of the posting period, the Memorial Sign shall be removed by the City
and the “Name in Memoriam™ sign donated to the applicant, if desired.

The original applicant may request in writing that the City remove a Memorial Sign or
revoke the “Roadside Memorial Sign Permit Application” at any time.

The City will remove any roadside memorials that do not conform to this Policy. In such
instances, reasonable effort will be made to contact the family associated with such a
memorial to provide information on how to properly request a roadside memorial sign in
accordance with the guidelines of this Policy.

Date: _/ 0/// /4 L /% , -

Shawn L. Cunnifigham
Director of Public Works
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