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V a c a v i l l e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  

S W AT  O p e r a t o r  U p d a t e  

30-Hour 

(P.O.S.T. COURSE OUTLINE) 

COURSE GOAL: 

The purpose of this class is to provide members of the Vacaville Police Department’s 
SWAT Team with 30 hours of updated training in accordance with POST requirements.  

 

MINIMUM TOPICS/EXERCISES: 

POST Regulation 1084 

Special Weapons and Tactics Team Training Update (Experienced SWAT Team 
Operators and SWAT Supervisors/Team Leaders) – Penal Code section 13514.1 
 (1) Weapons, Munitions, and Equipment Training 
 (2) Individual and Team Movements and Tactics 
 (3) Decision-Making 
 (4) Specialized Functions and/or Supporting Resources 
 
DAY 1 

1. Introduction                              
A. Welcome 

i. Sign-in 
ii. Course content summary 

B. Purpose 
i. Provide 30 hours of continued training, reinforcing POST SWAT 

Core Competencies 
C. Safety Policy 

i. Review POST approved Safety Policy for this course 
D. Specialized Functions              (4) 

i. Chemical Agents/Less Lethal 
ii. Breachers 
iii. Snipers/Overwatch 
iv. Perimeter Team 
v. Drone Team 
vi. Reaction Team 
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vii. Assault/Entry Team 
viii. Element Leaders 
ix. Team Leader 
x. Commander 

E. Supporting Resources                       (4) 
i. Robot 
ii. Drone 
iii. Critical Incident Negotiation Team (CINT) 
iv. Tactical Dispatchers 
v. Fire Department/TEMS 

F. Use of Force Policy Review            (3)        
i. Case Law 
ii. AB392 
iii. SB230 
iv. California Penal Code 835(a) 
v. Decision-Making 
vi. Legal Update 

2. Firearms Skills (Live Fire Range)             (1) 
A. Range Courses (One Officer in Charge (OIC) and one Safety Officer will 

be present on the ranges during live fire shooting evolutions) 
i. Handgun 
ii. Rifle 
iii. Static or Linear evolution drills 

3. Manual, Mechanical, and Ballistic Breaching 
A. 12-gauge shotgun breaching 
B. Rams, picks, pullers 
C. Saws, grinders, and tools 
D. Vacaville Police Department Breaching Skills (see attached course 

outline) 
4. Tactical Emergency Medical Support (TEMS) 

A. First Aid 
B. Trauma 
C. Priority of Life  

i. Civilian 
ii. Officer 
iii. Suspect 

D. Rescue Procedures 
i. Civilian 
ii. Officer 
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iii. Suspect 
E. Vacaville Police Department Tactical Emergency Support/Officer Down 

(see attached course outline) 
5. Individual and Team Movement/Tactics            (2) 

A. Cover and movement (Tactical Withdrawal) 
B. Rural operations 
C. Searching techniques 
D. Small unit tactics 
E. TEMS/Downed Officer/Civilian Rescue 

Day 2 

1. Laws 
A. AB392 
B. SB230 
C. PC 835a 

2. Distraction Devices               (1) 
A. History of distraction devices 
B. Vacaville Police Department policy 
C. Case Law 
D. Deployment 
E. Escalation/De-escalation 
F. Hazards 
G. Vacaville Police Department Distraction Device Refresher (see attached 

course outline) 
3. Individual and Team Movement/Tactics            (2) 

A. Covert clearing 
i. Robots 
ii. Cameras 

B. Active Shooter Response 
C. Barricaded subject operations 
D. Dynamic clearing 
E. High risk warrant service 

i. Contain and call-outs 
ii. Dynamic 
iii. Remote takedowns 
iv. Ruses, etc 

F. Immediate action drills 
G. Long rifle initiated assaults (Sniper) 
H. Reactionary responses 
I. Hostage rescue 
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i. Vacaville Police Department policy 
ii. Case Law 
iii. Priority of life 

1. Civilian 
2. Officer 
3. Suspect 

iv. Tactics and techniques 
J. Vacaville Police Department Clearing and Entry Techniques (see attached 

course outline) 
K. Vacaville Police Department Team Movements/Bounding (see attached 

course outline) 
4. Chemical Agents               (1) 

A. Vacaville Police Department Policy  
B. Case Law 
C. Nomenclature 
D. Deployment methods 

i. 40mm 
ii. Canister 
iii. Escalation/De-escalation 
iv. Gas mask use and care 

E. Medical treatment 
1. Self-aid 
2. Buddy-aid 
3. Tactical medics 
4. Transport 

F. Vacaville Police Department Chemical Agent Refresher (see attached 
course outline) 

5. Chemical Agent Exposure 
A. CS (tear gas) 
B. Decontamination 

Day 3 

1. Covered Pile (see attached course outline) 
2. Culminating Training Event (CSTI Facility) 
3. Situational and Scenario-Based Training 

A. Entry and room clearing techniques 
B. Hostage rescue training 
C. Scenario-based problems for small teams to overcome 

4. Wrap-up 
A. Debrief scenario and training objectives 
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B. Equipment maintenance 
C. Clean up  
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Appendix A 

 
I. Vacaville Police Department Course Outlines 

a. Breaching Skills 
b. Tactical Emergency Medical Support 
c. Distraction Devices 
d. Chemical Agent Refresher 
e. Clearing and Entry Techniques 
f. Bounding Techniques 
g. Team Movements and Bounding 
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BREACHING SKILLS REFRESHER 

COURSE TITLE: BREACHING SKILLS 
COURSE HOURS: 2 
COURSE GOALS: To provide students with the information and hands on experience  
   needed to effectively scout breaching points, identify breaching  
   points, use the tools available to effectively breach an entry point 

and communication to team members during a breach. 
 
AUDIENCE:   Full-Time Sworn Peace Officers assigned to the Vacaville Police 
Department’s SWAT team 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Under the supervision of a qualified instructor, and using an approved law enforcement 
breaching equipment students will: 
 I. Be shown the various tools used to breach an entry point into a building. 

a. The tools include, a breaching shotgun, window rake, ram, pry, saw 
and other cutting tools. 

 II. Demonstrate the correct verbiage and communication before, during and  
  after breaching has been initiated. 
 III. Body positioning during and after a breach has been initiated. 
 IV. Decision making as to what tool to use during a breach.  The location of  
  the breach point and when to start a secondary breach point. 
 V. Demonstrate a scenario based breaching situation designed around the  
  concepts of breaching a structure. 
 VII. Be given a real life tactical brief and debrief of a breaching situation. 

- Review Agency Policies in regards to use of tools and Mission 
- Safety Issues 
- Tactical Considerations 
- Skill Development 

 
EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 

I. Introduction 
 A. Registration 
 B. Instructor Introduction 
 C. Student Introduction 
 D. Course Expectations 
 
II. Safety Briefing 
 A. Safety Briefing 

1. Safety Plan (Range safety plan for shotgun breaching). 
2.  Overview of the tools and safety considerations and guidelines for 
each 
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III. Department Policy 
 A. Use of force (shotgun breaching and explosive breaching). 
 B. Firearms Policy (shotgun breaching). 
IV. Skill Development 
  A. Breaching Training Door 
  1. Use of the different types of rams on the ram door. 
  2. Identifying hinge side locations and using the ram to defeat the  
     hinges (if doors are available).  
  3. Use of breaching shotgun to defeat hinges and locks. 
    a. Discuss angles of the shotgun 
    b. The angles used for different types of door materials 
    c.  Verbiage needed while using the breaching shotgun  
    d. Safety considerations for using the breaching shotgun 
  4. Using the Pry and cutting tools to defeat locks and chains. 
  5. Proper technique for utilizing the Ram. 
    a. Safety considerations.  
    b.  Location and techniques for utilizing the Ram. 

6. Communication between team members when a breach will be 
conducted. In addition, the language used and circumstances 
factoring into utilizing the alternate breach point. 

  7. Conduct a scout of a practical location. 
    a. Conduct a tactical briefing of a location  
    b. Discuss secondary breach points. 
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TACTICAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL SUPPORT (TEMS)/ 
OFFICER DOWN REFRESHER 

COURSE TITLE: Tactical Emergency Medical Support/ Officer Down 
  
COURSE HOURS:  2 
 
COURSE GOAL: To provide students with the tools and the mindset for surviving 

traumatic injury, preventing catastrophic blood loss and reaching 
professional medical aid. 

 
AUDIENCE: Full-Time Sworn Peace Officers with individual first aid kits.  
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Under the supervision of a qualified instructor each student will: 
 
I. Define self-aid and buddy-aid. 
II. Understand the present need for self-aid and buddy-aid training for law 

enforcement. 
III. Understand the importance of blood loss management in the critical first seconds 

after injury.   
IV. Identify the MINDSET essential to self-aid and buddy-aid and using the IFAK 

tools. 
V. Know how to use the tools in the IFAK. 
VI. Know how to locate the wound.  
VII. Recognize and implement airway recovery.    
 
 

REQUIRED CONTENT 

• Individual First Aid Kit (IFAK) 
• Combat Application Tourniquet (CAT) 
• Blood Loss Management  
• Safety Issues 
• Tactical Considerations 
• Skill Development  

 
EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 

 
I. Introduction 
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A.  Instructor Introductions 
B.  Course Expectations 

 
II. Safety Briefing  

A. Safety Plan 
B. Facility Orientation  

III. Self-Aid Buddy-Aid (SABA) 

A.        Why I need to know this 
1. Civilian EMS may have limited training in high-risk, ‘hot’ or ‘combat’ 

zones 
2. Most EMS polices don’t allow them to enter active ‘hot’ zones 
3. EMS will be staged blocks away until scene is safe 
4. However- life-threatening injuries still require immediate medical 

intervention 
B.         Validity of Self-Aid Buddy-Aid 

1. Developed from battlefield proven military Tactical Combat Casualty 
Care (TCCC) 

2. Has evolved throughout history 
3. Current SABA/TCCC extensively validated in overseas conflicts since 

1990 
C.       SABA Defined 

1. Self-Aid: The care on renders one’s self until help arrives.  Priority 
given to self-rescue and hemorrhage control. 

2. Buddy-Aid: The care one renders to injured officers. Priority given to 
tactical evacuation (Cover and Concealment) - to include providing 
effective return fire to hostile threat if necessary and ultimately 
extraction to a perimeter for EMS aid and hemorrhage control. 

D.       Priorities of the SABA 
1. Priority 1- No medical aid in an active gunfight, address the threat, Get 

off the ‘X’ 
2. Priority 2- Render Self-Aid, address own injury, keep calm watch your 

back 
3. Priority 3- Render Buddy-Aid, Get there with the tools you need to 

succeed, Determine injured officer’s mindset and your response 
4. Priority 4- Secure Medic Aid (EMS) Tactical Evacuation 

E.       Tools and application of the Individual First Aid Kit (IFAK) 
1. Tourniquet (CAT) 
2. Quick Clot Combat Gauze 
3. Pressure Dressing 
4. Chest seals 
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5. Locating the wound/ assessment  
6. Airway restoration/ Recovery position 

 

F.       Tactical Evacuation (TACEVAC) 
1. Priority 1 stresses no rendering medical aid while still exposed to threat 

a. Self-rescue and self-aid 
2. Self-aid 

a. Push, Pull, Drag, Crawl to cover 
3. Buddy-aid 

a. Drags, Pulls and Carries 
4. Bottom line to success get off the X 
5. Types 

a. Firefighter carry 
b. Two person carry 
c. Buddy carry (injured officer can assist) 
d. One person drag (with or without webbing/carabineer) 
e. Two person drag 
f. Blanket/Litter drag 
g. Low crawl (under fire or need for low profile) 
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LESS LETHAL, DISTRACTION DEVICES, CS REFRESHER 

Presented by the Vacaville Police Department 

 
COURSE TITLE: LESS LETHAL / FLASHBANG / CS GAS REFRESHER TRAINING 

 Includes 40mm launcher and approved launched munitions, 
Distraction Devices, and CS tri-chambers  

COURSE HOURS:  5 

COURSE GOAL: To provide students with the information and hands-on experience 
needed to effectively operate 40mm launchers, understand 
approved target zones for less lethal 40mm rounds, understand 
ballistic and chemical properties of launched CS munitions, safely 
deploy noise-flash-diversionary-devices (flash bangs), and safely 
deploy CS gas tri-chamber canisters.   

AUDIENCE: Full-Time Sworn Police Officers assigned to SWAT or similar 
tactical teams with prior introductory training in the use of 40mm 
launchers, launched munitions, chemical weapons deployment, and 
flash-bang deployment.  

NOTE:  Students will be exposed to CS gas. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

Under the supervision of a qualified instructor, and using an approved law enforcement 
rifle, each student will: 

I. Demonstrate their understanding of the Four Basic Safety Rules for handling 
firearms. 

II. Be provided with and demonstrate understanding of agency policy, and case law, 
related to the use of less-lethal 40mm launched munitions, flash bangs, and 
chemical (CS) weapons.   
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III. Demonstrate the ability to properly load, unload, fire, and clear malfunctions that 
might occur with the 40mm launcher. 

IV. Demonstrate the ability to apply the fundamentals for marksmanship while firing 
the 40mm launcher accurately from the standing, sitting, kneeling, and prone 
positions. 

V. Demonstrate proficiency with the 40mm launcher and successfully pass the 
department’s 40mm qualification course.  

VI. Demonstrate the ability to safely deploy flash bangs using proper techniques and 
following safety guidelines for both handling and deployment. 

VII. Participate in scenario-based training and practical exercises. 

 

REQUIRED CONTENT 

Commission Regulation 1081 

• Law Update 
• Review of Use of Force Issues, Agency Policies, and Mission 
• Safety Issues 
• Nomenclature, Specifications, and Capabilities 
• Tactical Considerations 
• Skill Development and Qualification 

EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 

I. Introduction 

A Registration 
B Instructor Introductions 
C Student Introductions 
D Course Expectations 

 

II. Safety Briefing 

A. Safety Briefing  
1.  Range Safety Plan 
2. Facility Orientation  

 



Vacaville Police Department 
Presenter ID: 2670 
SWAT Operator Update – 30 Hour 
 
 

Revision Date: August 2021 
14 

 
 

II. Law Update and Department Policy  

 A. Penal Code section 32610(b) 
  1. Possession of Within Scope of Employment 
 B. Penal Code section 33220(b) 

1. Training Requirement 
C. Law Update 

  1. Tennessee vs. Garner 
 

 2. Graham vs. Connor 
 3. Forrett vs. Richardson 
 4. Scott vs. Henrich 
 5. Starks vs. Enyart  
D. Department Policy  

  1. Use of Force Policy 
  2. Deadly Force Policy 
  3. Less-Lethal Weapons Policy 
  4. Tear Gas Policy 
III. Safety and Range Rules 
 A. The Four Basic Firearm Safety Rules  
  1. Treat all guns as if they are loaded. 
  2. Never point the muzzle at anything you do not intend to destroy. 
  3. Keep your finger off the trigger until you’ve decided to fire.   
  4. Be aware of your target and what is beyond it. 
 B. Range Rules 

1. While on the firing line, if a problem arises, the student will remain 
on the line, facing the targets, and raise their non-gun-hand to 
summon an instructor. 

2. Before moving from the firing line, the shooter will open the barrel 
for the 40mm launcher and remove all casings or live rounds. The 
shooter will visually inspect the weapon to make sure it is clear and 
ensure the weapon is on safe.  The instructor will verify and call the 
line “safe.”  Students will not manipulate the weapon until all 
students are back on the firing line, and the instructor has given the 
okay. 

IV. Nomenclature, Specifications and Capabilities of 40mm Launcher 
 A. Nomenclature 

1. Stock 
2. Pistol Grip 
3. Trigger Guard 
4. Barrel / Cylinder 
5. Front and Rear Sights 
6. Forward Grip 
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7. Optics 
8. Two Stage Trigger 
9. Hammer 
10. Safety 
11. Sling  

 B. Specifications 
  1. Type of Weapon – Single Tube 
  2. Caliber 
  3. Capacity 
  4. Type of Sights/Optics 
  5. Approximate Muzzle Velocity 
  6. Types of Approved Department Munitions 
 C. Application of Weapon System 
  1. Trajectory 
  2. Round Placement and Corresponding Threat Levels 
  3. Minimum Standoff Distance / Maximum Effective Range 
V. Shooting Decision 
 A. Know your abilities and limitations, and those of your weapon. 
 B. Exercise fire discipline within agency guidelines, the parameters of   
  applicable State, Federal laws and the below tactical considerations.  
  1. Based on agency guidelines and training. 
  2. Be aware of cover and concealment. 
  3. Always have lethal cover. 

 4. Announce “Less Lethal” when feasible - communicate. 
 5. Give commands to subject prior to and after weapon deployment. 

6. The 40mm launcher is useful at greater distances than the Taser or 
other impact weapons. 

VI. Loading/Unloading the Weapon  
1.  Reloading Single-Tube Launcher 
2.        Combat & Speed Reload /Clearing procedure  
3.        Clearing Procedure 

VIII. Marksmanship Fundamentals 
A. Grip/Hold/Cheek 
B. Natural Point of Aim 

 C. Sight Alignment/Picture 
1. Iron Sights 

a.  Top of front sight post centered in the rear peep. 
b. Focus on the top edge of the front sight post.   
c. The rear peep and target are blurred. 

  2. Optics 
a.  Optic positioned on point of impact. 
b. Optic illuminated as little as possible.   
c. Focus on the dot sight.  The target should be blurred. 
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d. Electronic (Aimpoint©) Dial the reticule down to a setting 
where you can see the target through the reticule. 

C. Breathing 
1.     Slow and controlled 

a. Trigger pull on exhale or hold breath. 
D. Trigger Control 

  1. Emphasize that this is the single most important element. 
2. Shooter must apply gradual pressure on the trigger for a surprise 

trigger break so as to not disturb sight alignment when the shot is 
made. (2 Stage) 

 
 E. Follow Through 

1. Maintain marksmanship fundamentals after the shot and during 
trigger reset 

IX. Shooting Positions 

A.   Standing  
1.  Fight from the box 

B.   Kneeling 
1.   Supported 
2.   Unsupported 

C.   Variations  
1.  Seated 

  2. Prone 
  3. Supine 
  4. Lateral 

D.   Barricade 
1.   Standing 
2.   Kneeling 
3.   Prone 
4.   Supine 
5.   Lateral 

X. Transition 

A.   Less Lethal to Pistol 
1. The transition drill for primary weapon malfunctioned or ineffective. 

XI. Clearing Malfunctions and Stoppages 

A. Distance to threat. 
1.  In close quarter confrontations, immediate transition to the 

handgun. 
2.  At long ranges, clear malfunction. 

 B. Failure to Fire 
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  1. Pull trigger again maintaining proper target 

  2. If weapon still fails to fire unload, reload, re-evaluate  

XII. Skill Development 

 A. Live Firing Exercises 

  1. Standing 

  2.  Kneeling 

  3. Prone 

  4.  Correct Firing of Gas Rounds or Less Lethal into Windows (up & in)  

  5. Moving targets 

XIII LESS – LETHAL 40mm Range Qualification 

A. Equipment   
1. Penn Arms Multi-Launch 40mm 

B. Purpose   
2. To establish the necessary skills required for an officer to engage targets 

using the 40mm Launcher.  
C. Objective    

3. To reinforce and cause to be demonstrated the essential tactical and 
marksmanship skills using a 40mm Launcher. 

D. Standard  
4. To successfully complete this course the officer will be required to 

demonstrate safe weapon handling, load and unload the 40mm Launcher, 
and hit all required targets. 

E. Disqualifiers & Requirements   
5. Any round off the target and any safety violation, failure to properly load 

and/or unload the patrol weapon, failure to perform proper follow-through. 
All drills will be fired as follows (all rounds fired at 20 yards): 

a. 2 rounds standing or kneeling to lower abdomen. 
XV. Course of Fire – All shots at 20 yards 

A. 2 rounds standing or kneeling to lower abdomen.      
XIV. Flash Bang Usage 

A. Review the history and modern uses of distraction devices  
B. Identify different types of distraction devices and their construction 
C. Describe distractions and explain their psychological and physiological effects 
D. Discuss the different types of explosions, blast pressure and their relationship 

to the use of distraction devices 
E. Identify the proper safety recommended equipment 
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F. Demonstrate the proper hand deployment procedure for a distraction device 
deployment 

G. Explain the render-safe procedures for a device that fails to initiate 
H. Identify hazards that may be present during the deployment of a distraction 

device 
I. Discuss the current legal issues associated with distraction device 

deployment 
J. Range Qualification 

a. Each operator will safely and appropriately deploy two distraction 
devices upon simulated entry.  

XV. Chemical Weapons Deployment 

A. Review the history and modern uses of Chemical Agents  
B. Identify different types of chemical agents 
C. Describe distractions and explain their psychological and physiological effects 
D. Discuss the physical effects of CS tear gas. 
E. Identify the proper safety recommended equipment  
F. Demonstrate the proper hand deployment procedure for tear gas 
G. Explain the render-safe procedures for a device that fails to initiate 
H. Identify hazards that may be present during the deployment of a tear gas 
I. Discuss the current legal issues associated with tear gas deployment 
J. Range Exercises 

a. Deployment of Launched Munitions 
b. Deployment by hand 

K. Chemical Weapons Exposure Drills 
a. Communicate 
b. Decontamination 
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CLEARING AND ENTRY TECHNIQUES REFRESHER 

COURSE TITLE: Clearing Methods  
 
COURSE HOURS:  6 
 
COURSE GOAL: To provide students with the information and hands-on experience 

needed to effectively clear target locations during a variety of 
tactical scenarios.  

 
AUDIENCE: Full-Time Sworn Peace Officers, currently assigned to the Vacaville 

Police Department S.W.A.T. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Under the supervision of a qualified instructor, and using an approved law enforcement 
tactics, each student will: 
I. Understand the difference between covert, search warrant, surround and call out, 

and hostage rescue entries.  
II. Understand and demonstrate the techniques and function of surround and call 

out. 
III. Understand and demonstrate the techniques and function of Covert and Search 

Warrant entries. 
IV. Understand and demonstrate the techniques and principles of Hostage Rescue 

entries. 
V. Familiarization of tools required for clearing scenarios. 

A. Robots 
B. Pole Camera 
C. Under the Door Camera   
D. Distraction Devices 
E.  
F. Shield 

REQUIRED CONTENT 
Commission Regulation 1081 

• Law Update 
• Review of Agency Policies, and Mission 
• Safety Issues 
• Tactical Considerations 
• Skill Development 

 
EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 

I. Introduction 
A.  Registration 
B.  Instructor Introductions 
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C.  Student Introductions 
D.  Course Expectations 

II. Safety Briefing 
A.  Safety Briefing  

1.  Safety Plan 
2.  Facility Orientation 
3.  Directions to nearest hospital  

III. Law Update and Department Policy  
 A. Vacaville Police Department Policy 
  1.          Use of Force Policy  
 B.          California Penal Code 835a Use of force  
  1.          Affect an arrest, prevent escape overcome resistance 

C.          Law Update 
  1. Tennessee vs. Garner 

 2. Graham vs. Connor 
 3. Forrett vs. Richardson 
 4. Scott vs. Henrich 
 

REDACTED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 6254(f) 
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BOUNDING/TEAM MOVEMENTS REFRESHER 

COURSE TITLE:  Bounding Over watch – Movement under fire 
COURSE HOURS: 2 
COURSE GOALS: To provide students with the information and hands on experience 

needed to tactically move, advance, or retreat. Class will detail    
different scenarios where contact is imminent, expected, or likely. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Full-Time Sworn Peace Officers assigned to the Vacaville Police  
     Department’s SWAT team. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
I.      Be shown the various techniques used to take and objective safely while 

maintaining security throughout the movement. 
a. The tools include, SIM munitions, complete operator Load out with 

weapon systems, Armored Vehicle, Sniper Teams with Sniper 
Weapon Systems, and Tactical Medics TEMS. 

II. Demonstrate the correct verbiage and communication before and during 
movement. Identifying threats and communicating threats to teammates.  

III. Understand different formations, banana peel, Aussie Peel, Bounding by 
two’s, fours etc. 

 IV. Decision making as to what tool to use during a breach.  The location of  
    the breach point and when to start a secondary breach point. 

V. Demonstrate competencies given multiple scenarios; Taking contact, 
movement to contact, tactical retreat, Officer Down Scenarios. 

 VII. Be given a real life tactical brief and debrief 

• Review Agency Policies in regards to UOF and lethal use of munitions 
and acceptable auxiliary placement of rounds  

• Safety Issues 

• Tactical Considerations 

• Skill Development 
 

EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 
I. Introduction 
 A. Registration 
 B. Instructor Introduction 
 C. Student Introduction 
 D. Course Expectations 
II. Safety Briefing 
 A. Safety Briefing 
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2. Safety Plan (Range safety plan). 
2.  Overview of the tools and safety considerations and guidelines for 
each 

III. Department Policy 
 A. Use of force (accountability for rounds and case law). 
IV. Skill Development: See Courses of Fire / Scenario’s below: 

A.       Crossing Open Danger Areas 
B.       Urban Bounding   

 
Bounding Over Watch Training 2019- “Read the need” or “Look for Work.” 
 
Equipment: Full Kit, Live Fire (If possible), Sim Kits, Dry Fire (No ammo on kits or 
weapons) 
 
Brief- 
Bounding over watch is a concept not a standard.  

• Movement to contact 
• Expecting threats 

Minimum two team concept: 
Bounding by twos, teams, elements, sniper over watch, surveillance over watch, etc. 
(someone has eyes on target while element moves). 
Receiving contact: 
Three C’s 

• Cover (grab nearest piece of hard cover and or prone position). Make yourself 
small 

• Callout (3 D’s, description, direction, distance) 
• Continue (tactical decision to move under fire or tactical retreat) 

 
Tactical retreat- METTTC dependent 

• Peal left/right: direction of peal is team leader dependent and dictated by next 
piece of hard cover 

• One element moves while other suppresses/ covers threat. 
• Bounding team identifies “Set” by engaging (talking the guns) or voicing set or 

visual hand signal to other team leader.  
• Two team successive bounding until threat is eliminated or teams are out of 

contact.  
 
REDACTED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 6254(f) 
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COVERED PILE TECHNIQUES REFRESHER 
COURSE TITLE: COVERED PILE    

COURSE HOURS:  1 

COURSE GOAL: To provide students with the information and hands-on experience 
needed to effectively recognize and address a “covered pile”.  

AUDIENCE: Full-Time Sworn Peace Officers currently assigned to the Vacaville 
Police Department’s SWAT team. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Under the supervision of a qualified instructor, and using an approved law enforcement 
tactics, each student will: 

I. Understand the definition of a cover pile.   
II. Understand the safe tactics to address a cover pile. 
III. Understand the duties of team members to overcome a cover pile. 
IV. Understand possible distractions to overcome a cover pile. (Such as the use 

of auditory and visual distraction device).    
V. Recognize and address a cover pile.  
VI. Having a pre-plan of assault and execution for a cover pile.    
VII. Communication between team members during a pile cover.      
VIII. Sniper initiated assaults in a covered pile.   
IX. Use of hand gun versus a rifle in a covered pile.        

 

REQUIRED CONTENT 

Commission Regulation 1081 

• Law Update 
• Review of Use of Force Issues, Agency Policies, and Mission 
• Safety issues 
• Tactical Considerations  
• Skill Development 

EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 

I.        Introduction 
A. Registration 
B. Instructor Introductions 
C. Student Introductions 
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D. Course Expectations 
      

II.        Safety Briefing  
A.       Safety Briefing 

1.      Range safety Plan 
2.      Facility Orientation 
3.      Directions to nearest hospital 

       
III.       Law Update and Department Policy   

A. Vacaville Police Policy 
1.  Shooting Policy  
2. Use of Force Policy 

B. California Penal Code 835a Use of force 
1. Affect an arrest, prevent escape overcome resistance 

IV.           Safety and Ranger rules  
A.        The four Basic Firearm Safety Rules.     

1. Treat all guns as if they are loaded. 
2.   Never point the muzzle at anything you do not intend to destroy. 
3.   Keep your finger off the trigger until you’ve decided to fire.  
4.   Be aware of your target and what is beyond it.     

VI.            Covered pile identification and reaction.  
A.  Covered Pile 

1. Indicators of a possible covered pile escape.  
2. Recognizing a covered pile. 
3. Communication with command in regards covered pile.  
4. Containment of a cover pile.  
5. Prevent escape.  
6. Keep original point of exit i.e building, house, car, bus, train, or 

plane, covered by a team member.  
7. Addressing the cover Pile.  
8. Task assignments. 
9. Locating and neutralizing hostage taker. 
10. Hostage rescue procedure and after action.  

 


