
Menard Energy Battery Storage Proposal
Community Meeting
September 7, 2023



Meeting Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions
• City Staff Presentation

• Site overview and history 
• Previous Council actions
• Development review process

• Applicant Presentation
• Proposed Battery Storage
• Public Benefit 
• Safety

• Public Questions and Comments
• Close / Next Steps
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Gibson Canyon Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant

• Constructed in 1950-1960 to serve Mariani Packing Company 
and Albertson’s distribution center.

• Unlined ponds where wastewater was treated.
• Clean up of groundwater contamination began in 2005-06; City 

agreement with Mariani to reuse the site and share proceeds.
• Plant authorized for closure in 2009; under Regional Water 

Quality Control Board oversight.
• Property was declared surplus by City Council in early 2020.
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Site Location



Existing Conditions
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Battery Storage Proposal History

• February 2020: City Council received initial battery storage 
proposal. Menard Energy requested Exclusive Negotiating 
Rights Agreement (ENRA) to explore site development.

• November 2020: Council directed the battery storage operator 
to evaluate other sites and did not authorize the ENRA.

• January 2023: Council received new proposal from Menard 
Energy to develop battery storage at the site. Council 
authorized an ENRA between the City and Menard. Did not 
approve the project.
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Existing Agreement (ENRA)

• ENRA authorizes 12-month exclusive negotiating period 
between City and Menard; includes potential for two extensions.

• ENRA does not obligate the City to sell the property to Menard 
or to approve a battery storage facility at the site.

• During negotiating period, Menard is required to:
• Determine the physical and land title conditions of the property;
• Determine which land use entitlements are required;
• Conduct feasibility studies and other due diligence; and
• Conduct significant public outreach.
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Menard’s Preliminary Review Application

• Preliminary review application submitted to Community 
Development in March 2023; preliminary review is not a formal 
development application.

• City staff provided detailed written feedback in April 2023.
• Subsequent conversations between Menard and staff re: safety 

considerations, proposed community benefits, site logistics.
• No formal development application has been filed.
• City requested developer participation in City-sponsored 

community outreach.
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Development Review Process

A formal proposal would require many Planning applications:
• General Plan Amendment & Zoning Code Text Amendment
• Development Agreement, Conditional Use Permit, & Design 

Review
• Environmental Review
• Airport Land Use Commission review
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Development Review Process
If a formal application is filed:
• Notice of Application and Community Meeting early in the process.
• City-sponsored Community Meeting held to elicit community 

comments.
• Initiation of General Plan Amendment and Rezoning (Council action)
• 2nd City-sponsored Community Meeting (optional/likely)
• Airport Land Use Commission Review (public hearing/ 

recommendation)
• Planning Commission Public Hearing (formal recommendation).
• City Council Public Hearing (formal action).
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Applicant Presentation
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Questions or CommentsQuestions or Comments
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Next Steps

• All public comments will be considered; additional written 
comments are welcome.

• Join the email list to receive updates if proposal moves forward.
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