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 Distraction Device Course 

 
COURSE TITLE:  Distraction Device 

- Effective deployments for tactical and patrol incidents 

 

COURSE NUMBER: ??????? 

 

COURSE HOURS: 4 

 

COURSE GOAL: To provide students with the information and hands-on experience 

needed to effectively handle and deploy distraction devices. 

 

AUDIENCE: Sworn Peace Officers who will qualify and carry distraction devices on 

duty in the scope of their employment. 

 

NOTE: Successful completion of this course allows qualified officers to carry 

and deploy Distraction Devices on patrol and in high risk incidents. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Under the supervision of a qualified instructor, and using an approved device, each student will: 

I.       Demonstrate the understanding of the effects devices have on people. 

II.       Demonstrate the ability to understand where to store, carry, and safely handle devices.  

III. Be provided with and demonstrate an understanding of the hazards inherent with 

distraction devices. . 

IV. Demonstrate an understanding of the nomenclature and different types of devices. 

V. Demonstrate the ability to properly evaluate whether a device should or should not be 

utilized given the facts and circumstances of an incident, and what to do in “No Bang” 

situations. 

VI.       Demonstrate the ability to safely and appropriately deploy actual devices.  

 

REQUIRED CONTENT (Commission Regulation 1081): 

I.         Law Update and Agency Guidelines 

II.         Devices and Safety Rules 

III.         Nomenclature and Deice Capabilities 

IV.         Safety Considerations and Intelligence   

V.         Storage, Carrying, and Deployment of Devices 

VI.         Skill Development and Qualification 
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EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE 

 
 
I. Law and Agency Guidelines               (Classroom)     

  
A. Associated Case Law  

 
1. Langford v. Gates 
2. US v. Myers 
3. Garcia v. Texas Court of Appeals 

 
B. Agency Standard Operating Procedure 

 
 

II. Device and Range Safety Rules            (Classroom & Range)     
  

A. The following procedure shall be adhered to for the purpose of ensuring safe and appropriate 
deployment of devices: 
 

                    1. Always wear flame resistant gloves, eye and ear protection while handling devices  
                    2. Safety lever placed in the palm of the hand, remove pin, and maintain control of device 
                    3. LOOK where the device is to be placed 
                    4. Communicate device being deployed 
 

B. Range Safety:  
 

1. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE GEAR IS MANDATORY ON THE RANGE 
                   2. Range Safety is everyone’s responsibility 
                   3. Ensure the area is clear of debris before deploying devices 
                   4. Communicate prior to deployment to ensure everyone is wearing protective gear        
       5. If a problem occurs on the range, raise your hand to summon an instructor 
 

C. The following protective gear shall be utilized during range training: 
  
                   1. Eye protection 
                   2. Flame resistant gloves  
                   3. Hearing protection 

 

III. Nomenclature and Capabilities                             (Classroom)  
 

A. Nomenclature 
  

1. Body 
a. Non- bursting steel canister 
b. Multiple ports 
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2. Fuze: 

a. Safety lever 
b. Pin with safety clip 
c. Percussion primer 
d. Delay element 
e. Ignition mixture 

 
 

B. Capabilities: 
 

1. Physiological and psychological distractions 
2. 6-8 million candela 
3. 174.5 decibels 
4. 3,632 degrees Fahrenheit 
5. 1.63 PSI overpressure 

  

IV. Safety Considerations and Intelligence                                         (Classroom)  
 

A. Safety Considerations: 
 

1. Potential hazards with devices 
a. Fire hazard and suppression equipment  
b. LOOK before device is deployed 
c. “No Bang” contingencies  
d. Changing hands 
e. Reinserting the pin 
f. Lose control of device 
g. Improper carrying of device 
h. Failures to initiate and “Render Safe” procedures 
i. Smoke (if in an enclosed area) 

 
B. Intelligence 

1. Very young 
2. Very old 
3. Flammable environments 
4. Potential labs 

 
 

V. Storage, Carrying and Deployment of Devices          (Classroom & Range) 
 
A. Storing, Carrying, and Deploying Devices: 

 
1. Approved Magazine 

a. ATF regulated magazine at the Police Department 
b. ATF regulated mobile magazine in vehicle 

 
2. Carrying Devices 

a. Devices shall be carried in an approved pouch 
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b. Safety lever in the pouch 
c. Pin in safety lever and facing inside the pouch 

 
3. Deploying the device 

a. Proper grip 
b. Pull the pin 
c. LOOK (No blind deployments) 
d. Place the device (Do not throw) 
e. Recover  

 
4. Post Deployment 

a. Document damage, if any 
b. Record serial number for ATF log 

   

VI. Definitions                                                       (Classroom)  
 

A. Blast Pressure 
B. Brisance 
C. Decibel 
D. Deflagration 
E. Detonation 
F. Distraction 
G. Fuze 
H. Safety Lever 
I. Safety clip & Pin  

 
 

VII. Range Activities              (At Range)   
 

A. Range Safety Rules Refresher 
 

B. Personal Protective Gear 
 

1. Flame Resistant Gloves 
2. Eye Protection 
3. Ear Protection 

 
C. Training and Live Devices 

 
1. Blue training devices with reloadable inserts (primer only) 
2. Serialized distraction devices 

 
D. Course of fire 

1) Students will display safe handling and proficiency utilizing the following course of 
fire 

a. 08-00 
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E. Qualification 
1) Students will qualify by successfully completing the Vacaville Police Department 

Distraction Device Qualification Course. 
 

a. The course is a Pass/Fail 
 

2) Failure to successfully qualify 
1. Should a student fail to qualify, they will be provided with remedial 

training as needed by training staff 

 
VIII. Instructor-to-Student Ratios              
    

A. The CSP Solano Range is equipped with a training door to simulate entering a 
room. To comply with POST regulations and provide proper student safety during 
this training course, the instructor-to-student ratios will be as follows: 

1) Scenario-based qualification 
a. The instructor / student ratio shall be sufficient to safely conduct 

the training but shall not exceed one instructor to every six 
students. The qualification course occurs in a controlled 
environment where one group of two to three students perform the 
qualification at a time, therefore no more than two instructors are 
needed.  

 
IX. Qualification Course                               
   
 

08-00 

Distraction Device Qualification Course 

 

A Qualification Course intended for SWAT tactical team members and officers assigned to units 
where a distraction device would likely be deployed.  The officer will demonstrate the ability to 
safely deliver Duty/Training or inert distraction devices in a safe appropriate manner.  The 
officer will also be exposed to a minimum of two distraction devices annually in a training 
setting.  The officer will demonstrate the ability to properly identify a NO-BANG situation and 
take appropriate action based on scenarios presented. 

Scenario:  

1.  Upon command, the officer will make appropriate announcement to team members, look into 
a simulated room, identifying any potential hazards.  If safe, deploy a duty/training or inert 
distraction device into a simulated room by following the deployment procedures: 
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 a. Pull 

 b. Step 

 c. Look 

 d. Throw 

 e. Report 

The officer and a team member, with weapons ready, will then make entry into the room after 
the distraction device has been deployed. If a target is present in the room, officers should 
engage the targets. The course will be repeated twice to ensure the members are proficient.  

2.  Upon command, the officer will look into a simulated room, identifying any potential hazards,      
the officer will identify a NO-BANG situation and take appropriate action.   

a.   The officer was unable to deploy the device and has thrown the device to the bang 
disposal area or is retaining the device in their hand – in which case they should not be involved 
in the entry.   

Skills Learned and Demonstrated:  

Officers will learn and demonstrate the safe deployment of distraction devices.  Officer will learn 
an demonstrate the ability to properly identify a NO-BANG situation and take appropriate action.   

Equipment: 

(Instructor) 

One silhouette target 

Qualification Sheet 

(Student) 

Pistol or AR-15 

Eye and ear protection 

Flame resistant gloves 

Two Live or Training Distraction Devices  

Objective: 

Safely and effectively deploy the distraction device.  Identify NO-BANG situations. 

Scoring: 

The course will be repeated until the officer is proficient in the three aforementioned scenarios.  

 


